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Report  of  the  Recording-  Secretary 

Madam  President  and  Ladies: 

During  the  past  year  five  meetings  of  the  Society  and  nine  meet- 
ings of  the  Board  of  Managers  have  been  held. 

The  work  accompHshed  and  important  resolutions  of  the  year 
are  as  f  oUov^^s  : 

The  editing  of  the  Year  Book. 

The  printing  of  a  New  Register  of  Members  of  the  Society. 

The  appropriation  of  the  proceeds  of  the  Adamowski  Concerts, 
amounting  to  two  hundred  and  ninety-six  dollars,  for  the  Plymouth 
Commemoration  in  1920. 

Voted,  to  edit  a  book  of  Rhode  Island  Historical  Stories,  to  be 
written  by  Katharine  Pyle  and  illustrated  by  Helen  Mason,  a  pupil 
of  the  Rhode  Island  School  of  Design,  to  be  called  ."Once  Upon  a 
Time  in  Rhode  Island,"  for  children  between  the  ages  of  eight  and 
twelve;  our  object  to  influence  boys  and  girls,  especially  the  foreign 
born,  to  become  patriotic  citizens  of  our  historic  State  and  to  fur- 
nish a  book  for  school  children  of  which  there  is  a  serious  lack  in 
this  State. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Alice  Adams  Johnson, 

Recording  Secretary. 


Report  of  the  Corresponding  Secretary 
1912-191? 

Madam  President  and  Ladies: 

At  the  beginning  of  the  past  year  it  was  thought  advisable  to  hold 
as  many  of  our  meetings  as  possible  in  the  historical  Esek  Hopkins 
House.  Gathered  there  around  the  spacious  mahogany  table,  in 
front  of  the  open  fire,  the  Board  of  Managers  has  held  its  regular 
Monthly  Meetings. 

The  atmosphere  and  environment  have  been  conducive  to  further 
that  spirit  of  earnest  endeavor  *'To  preserve  the  memory  of  faithful 
service/'  as  the  Alabama  Society  has  recently  so  expressed  it. 

Because  of  the  meeting  of  the  Biennial  Council  in  Washington 
during  May,  1912,  the  regular  annual  meeting  of  the  Rhode  Island 
Society  was  adjourned  from  May  4th  to  May  22d. 

At  this  meeting  the  usual  changes  of  membership  upon  the  Board 
of  Managers  went  into  effect. 

Mrs.  John  R.  Freeman  succeeded  Mrs.  John  A.  Cross  as  Corre- 
sponding Secretary  and  Mrs.  John  B.  Lewis,  Miss  Irene  B.  Butler 
as  Treasurer.  The  term  of  office  of  both  of  these  members  has  ex- 
tended over  a  period  of  years  and  both  have  earned  the  gratitude  of 
the  Society  by  their  efficient  service. 

Mrs.  John  B.  Lewis  was  elected  to  the  office  of  Treasurer  and 
Mrs.  John  R.  Freeman  to  that  of  Corresponding  Secretary. 

Upon  May  i8th  a  number  of  officers  and  members  of  this  Society 
accepted  the  invitation  of  the  officers  of  the  Society  of  Colonial 
Wars,  to  assist  at  a  reception  given  by  them  in  the  Churchill  House 
(Providence),  during  the  week  of  their  convention. 

The  annual  Flag  Day  excursion  to  Whitehall,  the  home  of  Dean 
Berkeley  at  Newport,  occurred  upon  the  fourteenth  of  June.     The 


perfection  of  June  weather  called  out  a  large  number  of  Dames  and 
helped  to  make  the  occasion  one  of  many  delightful  memories. 
Guided  by  the  small  stars  and  stripes  which  our  President  had 
caused  to  be  placed  along  a  part  of  the  devious  roadway,  the  auto- 
mobiles and  carriages  arrived  at  the  entrance  of  Whitehall,  over 
which  was  hung  a  large  flag.  The  early  June  flowers  were  every- 
where in  abundance,  and  every  receptacle  capable  of  holding  them 
was  pressed  into  use,  even  to  using  an  antique  brass  kettle,  in  which 
was  crowded  a  huge  bunch  of  pink  and  white  peonies.  After  a 
hearty  and  delicious  luncheon  had  been  served,  the  Board  of  Man- 
agers held  a  meeting,  which  was  followed  by  a  meeting  of  the  So- 
ciety, to  listen  to  a  paper  upon  Whitehall,  prepared  by  the  late  Mr. 
William  B.  Weeden,  whose  deep  interest  in  Colonial  History  and 
charm  of  narration  has  often  been  in  evidence.  This  w^as  read  by 
Mrs.  Henry  H.  Cabot. 

Mrs.  John  Carter  Brown  contributed  to  the  pleasure  of  the  meet- 
ing by  repeating  a  Beautiful  poem  on  **The  Flag,"  written  during 
the  Spanish  War  and  found  in  the  New  Orleans  Picayune. 

In  July  the  Year  Book  and  Register  of  the  Society  was  completed, 
and  during  the  year  copies  have  been  sent  to  each  member  of  the 
National  Society  of  Colonial  Dames  of  America  in  Rhode  Island, 
to  the  corresponding  secretary  of  each  state  Society,  to  nine  national 
officers,  and  to  the  following  libraries : 

The  Historical  Association,  Providence  Public  Library,  Provi- 
dence Athen?eum,  John  Hay  Library,  the  Redwood  Library  of 
Newport,  the  Newbury  Library  of  Chicago,  and  to  a  number  of  in- 
dividuals to  whom  the  work  of  the  Society  was  of  special  interest. 
From  the  recipients  of  these  have  come  many  kind  and  pleasant 
acknowledgments. 

During  the  year  invitations  to  various  social  functions,  given  by 
the  Society  in  the  different  states  have  been  received,  together  with 
the  usual  number  of  interesting  Circular  Letters  and  lists  of  Officers. 
Although  these,  with  various  letters  of  inquiry  and  communication, 
have  been  acknowledged,  it  is  a  pleasure  to  again  express  our  thanks 
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and  appreciation   for  the  many  acts  of  kindness  and  of  courtesy 
which  have  been  received  from  these  Societies  in  the  different  states. 

Upon  November  14th  the  first  fall  meeting  was  held  in  the  Esek 
Hopkins  House.  The  Society  was  entertained  by  Mrs.  Metcalf, 
and  a  reminiscent,  historical  flavor  given  to  the  repast  by  the  fact 
that  the  quince  jelly  of  the  sandwiches  was  made  from  fruit  grown 
upon  the  historic  grounds  of  Whitehall. 

During  September  and  October  pamphlets  from  the  National  So- 
ciety, relative  to  the  Eleventh  Biennial  Council,  consisting  of  the 
"Acts  in  Council,"  the  Minutes,  the  National  Directories  and  the 
Historian's  Address,  were  sent  to  the  President  and  Officers,  the 
Delegates  and  Alternates  who  represented  this  Society  in  Washing- 
ton. This  was  done  in  accordance  with  the  printed  request  of  the 
National  Society. 

During  the  winter,  for  the  benefit  of  the  Plymouth  Memorial 
Fund,  two  delightful  concerts  were  given  under  the  Society's  au- 
spices by  the  Adamowski  Trio.  The  Society  is  indebted  to  Mrs. 
Walter  A.  Peck  for  her  able  management  in  making  these  concerts 
so  great  a  success  financially. 

Very  recently  the  revised  Register  of  Members  of  the  National 
Society  of  Colonial  Dames  in  Rhode  Island  and  Providence  Planta- 
tions has  been  completed,  and  a  copy  has  been  mailed  to  each  mem- 
ber of  the  Society. 

Upon  the  22d  of  February  occurred  one  of  the  pleasant  social 
events  of  the  year  in  the  meeting  of  the  Society  at  the  home  of  Mis_s 
Jessie  Low  Coggeshall.  In  spite  of  the  unfavorable  weather  a  good, 
number  of  Dames  were  present.  These  had  the  pleasure  of  listen- 
ing to  an  interesting  lecture  by  Prof.  William  MacDonald,  of  Brown 
University,  upon  the  Social  Life  in  Virginia  during  the  Colonial 
period.  The  speaker  contrasted  vividly  the  life  of  the  wealthy  to- 
bacco planter  and  his  luxurious  manner  of  living  upon  his  isolated 
plantation  with  that  of  the  colonists  in  sterner  New  England,  who, 
of  necessity,  lived  in  houses  built  closely  together  on  the  narrow 
streets  of  small  villages. 
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At  the  preliminary  business  meeting  on  February  twenty-second, 
the  Society  in  Rhode  Island  voted  to  publish  a  book  entitled,  ''Once 
Upon  a  Time  in  Rhode  Island."  The  Board  of  Managers  had  been 
encouraged  to  undertake  this  work  upon  learning  of  the  success  the 
Colonial  Dames  of  Delaware  had  received  with  their  book,  ''Once 
Upon  a  Time  in  Delaware,"  and  also  by  the  generous  offer  of  one  of 
the  members,  Miss  Lyra  Brown  Nickerson,  to  defray  one  half  of 
the  expenses. 

That  there  might  be  opportunity  for  full  expression  of  opinion, 
each  member  of  the  Board  was  requested  to  send  to  the  Recording 
Secretary  her  choice  of  the  twelve  best  events  in  Rhode  Island  his- 
tory that  would  make  the  most  instructive  and  attractive  stories  for 
children. 

The  events  selected  are  now  being  prepared  in  story  form  for 
publication  by  Miss  Katharine  Pyle,  the  writer  of  the  stories  of 
"Once  Upon  a  Time  in  Delaware."  It  is  hoped  that  the  book  will  be 
completed  during  the  coming  summer. 

So  large  a  proportion  of  the  children  of  Rhode  Island  are  of  par- 
entage from  other  states  and  from  other  countries,  and  there  is  such 
danger  that  even  the  children  of  the  native  born  may  fail  to  learn 
the  instructive  story  of  the  early  days  of  these  Plantations  and  the 
patriotic  lesson  of  faithful  service  in  our  past,  that  it  appears  pe- 
culiarly appropriate  that  our  Society  should  promote  the  publication 
of  books  of  this  kind  and  their  use  in  schools  and  homes. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Elizabeth  C.  Freeman, 

Corresponding  Secretary. 
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Treasurer's  Report 

GENERAL  FUND 

Receipts 

Balance  on  hand  May  i,  191 2 

Dues 

Initiation  Fees 

Received  from  Mrs.  Alexander  J.  Cassatt  for  expense  of  delegates  to 

Washington  for  Council 

Received  from  Adamowski  Concerts 

Received  from  Mrs.  Babcock,  Book  Committee 

Received  from  Record  Book 


Disbursements 

Georgianna  Guild 

Stationery  and  Stamps 

Year  Book 

Notices 

Register  of  Members , 

Delegates  to  Washington 

Per  Capita  Tax 

Seals 

Certificates , 

Sundries  as  per  Account  Book 


Cash  on  hand  May  i,  1913 

Permanent  fund  in  the  Merchants  National  Bank $374  69 


H.   T.  W.  LEWIS,    Treasurer 
Examined  and  found  correct, 

EDWARD  ABORN  GREENE,  Auditor 
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Registrar's  Report 

Madam  President  and  Ladies  : 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  since  the  last  annual  meeting  ten 
members  have  been  added  to  the  Society.  Supplemental  papers 
have  been  accepted  from  three  members.  The  Board  of  Managers 
has  received,  with  deep  regret,  the  resignation  of  one  member,  No. 
31,  Mrs.  Charles  Warren  Lippitt.  It  has  been  our  misfortune,  also, 
to  have  to  record  the  death  of  one  of  our  oldest  members,  Mrs. 
Joshua  Wilbour,  whose  name  (No.  16)  stands  fourth  after  the 
Charter  Members.  Her  continued  interest  in  the  Society  during 
the  whole  twenty  years  since  its  foundation  claims  our  earnest  ap- 
preciation. These  changes  give  us  a  Colonial  membership  of  one 
hundred  and  twenty-five  (125)  and  an  Associate  membership  of 
sixty  (60),  making  a  total  of  one  hundred  and  eighty-five  (185). 

Certificates  to  the  new  members  have  been  issued,  also  permits 
for  National  Insignia  and  Recognition  Pins  upon  request. 

The  customary  notices  have  been  received  and  sent,  besides 
eighty-seven  letters  received  and  seventy-two  written; 

On  May  2 2d,  19 12,  the  Registrar  had  on  hand $2   18 

Received  during  the  year  for  supplemental  blanks 2   00 

Total $4  18 

Expenses  for  stamps  and  registration  fees  during  the  year $3  02 

Balance  May  5th,  19 13 $1    16 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Ida  F.  Bridgham, 

Registrar. 
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Report  of  the  Historian 

Madam  President  and  Ladies: 

On  January  nth,  1893,  the  General  Assembly  of  Rhode  Island 
granted  a  charter  to  the  Colonial  Dames  in  the  State  of  Rhode  Is- 
land and  Providence  Plantations. 

Although  the  Society  was  organized  on  March  8th,  1892,  it  did 
not  become  a  member  of  the  National  Society  until  March   nth, 

1893. 

I  have  been  asked  to  give  you  to-day  a  condensed  account  of  the 
work  done  by  the  Society  in  the  twenty  years  past — principally  for 
the  benefit  of  more  recent  members  and  incidentally  for  the  encour- 
agement of  those  members  who  have  had  their  share  in  the  work 
since  the  beginning. 

The  incorporators,  whose  names  are  signed  to  the  Constitution, 
are:  Edith  Bucklin  Hartshorn  Mason,  Harriet  Mansfield  Center, 
Mary  Cornelia  Talbot,  Margaret  Rood  Hazard,  Florence  Made- 
line Bridgham,  Jeanie  Lippitt,  Eleanor  Jenckes  Roelker,  Elizabeth 
Bridgham  Dexter,  Jessie  Howard  Bucklin,  Elizabeth  Mitchelson 
Colt,  Sophia  Augusta  Brown  and  Julia  Lippitt  Mauran. 

The  first  list  of  officers  elected  was :  President,  Edith  B.  H.  Ma- 
son; Vice-President,  Eleanor  J.  Roelker;  Secretary,  Florence  M. 
Bridgham;  Treasurer,  Jeanie  Lippitt;  Board  of  Directors,  E.  B.  FI. 
Mason,  E.  J.  Roelker,  M.  R.  Hazard,  F.  M.  Bridgham,  Jeanie  Lip- 
pitt, J.  H.  Bucklin,  M.  C.  Talbot,  FI.  M.  Center,  E.  B.  Dexter. 

The  annual  meetings  were  held  on  August  31st,  the  anniversary 
of  the  union  of  the  five  towns  which  constituted  the  United  Colony 
of  Rhode  Island  and  Providence  Plantations,  until  1898,  when  the 
date  was  changed  to  May  4th,  our  State  Independence  Day. 

The  first  two  Record  Books  of  the  Society  are  filled  with  discus- 
sions about  the  Constitution  and  By-Laws  and  the  changes  in  them, 
made  necessary  by  our  State  Society's  entrance  into  the  National 
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Society — and  may  I  say  that  one  cannot  read  those  two  books  with- 
out feeling  the  deepest  respect  and  admiration  for  those  early  Dames 
of  ours,  who  put  an  infinite  amount  of  time,  energy,  patience  and 
brains  into  their  work. 

One  of  the  earliest  acts  of  the  Society  was  to  offer  prizes  for  a 
short  story,  founded  upon  facts  in  the  Colonial  History  of  Rhode 
Island,  written  by  any  boy  or  girl  in  Rhode  Island  under  eighteen 
years  of  age, — the  first  prize  to  be  twenty-five  dollars,  the  second 
to  be  ten  dollars.  The  names  of  those  first  young  prize  winners  are, 
first,  Thatcher  Rowland  Guild,  of  Providence,  *'The  Mystery  of 
Manisses,"  and  second,  Nellie  A.  Hamilton,  of  Newport,  ''Brave 
Molly  Hopkins." 

On  June  2d,  1896,  the  Society  was  honored  by  having  Mrs.  Julia 
Ward  Howe  become  a  member.  A  little  later  on  there  is  an  account 
of  a  brilliant  entertainment  called,  ''The  Days  of  Auld  Lang  Syne," 
in  which  the  descendants  of  the  colonists  took  part  in  tableaux  rep- 
resenting the  most  notable  scenes  in  our  early  state  history.  There 
is  a  long  list  of  sums  of  money  contributed  to  various  worthy  ob- 
jects,— Mount  Vernon,  the  George  Washington  Monument,  also 
George  Washington  University,  the  old  church  at  Jamestown  and 
the  Pocahontas  Memorial.  There  is  a  lively  account  of  entertain- 
ing the  Boys'  Club  in  Providence.  Many  times  money  has  been  sent 
to  sufferers  from  disasters  on  land  and  sea. 

In  1897  three  ladies,  Mrs.  Mason,  Mrs.  Binney  and  Mrs.  Gibbs, 
all  members  of  our  Society,  undertook  to  raise  funds  to  preserve 
"Whitehall,"  the  American  home  of  Dean  Berkeley.  They  were 
successful,  and  purchased  the  remainder  of  the  lease,  given  by  Yale 
College  to  a  Newport  resident  for  nine  hundred  and  ninety-nine 
years,  the  lease  having  still  seven  hundred  years  to  run.  The  So- 
ciety of  Colonial  Dames  was  appointed  the  Custodian  of  Whitehall. 

The  Society  had  made  plans  for  a  characteristic  monument  to  be 
placed  upon  Slate  Rock,  but  owing  to  the  prior  claims  of  other  so- 
cieties it  was  obliged  to  give  up  that  plan  and  content  itself  with 
preserving  and  beautifying  the  square  around  the  rock, — the  Dames 
in  many  states  sending  trees  from  historic  spots  to  ornament  the 
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grounds.  These  trees  are  in  a  flourishing  condition.  When  it  was 
found  that  it  would  be  impossible  to  erect  the  monument  in  the  little 
park,  the  money  which  was  to  have  been  used  for  it,  amounting 
to  one  thousand  five  hundred  and  thirty-five  dollars,  was  given  to 
found  at  Brown  University  a  fund  to  be  called  "The  Roger  Wil- 
liams Fund,  established  by  the  National  Society  of  Colonial  Dames 
in  the  State  of  Rhode  Island  and  Providence  Plantations,  the  income 
of  which  shall  be  used  as  a  yearly  prize  to  the  student,  either  a  man 
or  a  woman,  who  shall  write  the  best  essay  on  a  subject  connected 
with  the  history  of  the  Colonial  Period" — and  each  year  the  prize 
has  been  competed  for  eagerly. 

In  1898  the  Rhode  Island  Sanitary  Commission  was  founded,  the 
founders  being  fifteen  members  of  this  Society,  to  render  relief  in 
time  of  war  and  disaster.  On  April  5th,  1898,  our  first  president, 
Mrs.  Mason,  foreseeing  the  trouble  which  was  before  the  country, 
brought  into  the  meeting  of  the  Directors  of  the  Colonial  Dames 
resolutions  offering  the  services  of  the  Board  to  the  Governor  of 
our  State  as  a  nucleus  for  an  association  ''to  provide  necessaries  and 
comforts  for  our  Army  and  Navy  and  to  alleviate  the  distress  and 
anxieties  of  their  families."  This  offer  was  cordially  received  by 
Governor  Dyer,  and  from  it  grew  the  Rhode  Island  Sanitary  and 
Relief  Association,  with  Mrs.  Mason  as  President,  and  our  Directors 
on  its  Board  of  Managers.  The  Association  had  a  membership  of 
over  seven  hundred  men  and  women  of  this  State.  Three  weeks 
later,  Mrs.  Mason  presented  the  same  resolutions  at  the  National 
Biennial  Council  in  Washington,  New  York  joining  with  her.  The 
resolutions  were  unanimously  accepted,  and  thus  was  started  the 
National  Relief  Association,  which  has  done  such  good  work.  The 
account  of  what  Mrs.  Mason  did  for  the  soldiers  during  the  war 
with  Spain  forms  a  noble  record  of  untiring  devotion ;  but  the  war- 
cost  to  our  Society  was  very  heavy,  for  Mrs.  Mason  had  so  over- 
taxed her  strength  that  she  was  obliged  to  resign  her  office  as 
President. 

In  1900  the  Society  secured  rooms  in  the  interesting  colonial 
house  known  as  "The  Old  Bank  House,"  which  was  the  headquar- 
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ters  of  the  French  Staff  during  the  Revolution,  and  where  in  1904 
was  held  a  Loan  Exhibition  of  such  beauty  and  interest  that  I  am 
sure  no  one  who  saw  it  can  ever  forget.  To  us  who  know  of  the 
colonial  riches  of  Rhode  Island  it  came  as  a  surprise  and  a  veritable 
treasure  house. 

In  1901  was  authorized  the  publication  of  "The  Letters  of  the 
Colonial  Governors"  by  the  Society,  edited  by  Miss  Gertrude  Sel- 
wyn  Kimball,  and  which  was  finished  in  1903,  under  the  title  of 
"The  Correspondence  of  the  Colonial  Governors  of  Rhode  Island,' 
in  two  volumes, — a  fine  and  dignified  book,  illustrated  with  photo- 
graphs of  the  Governors  and  their  homes.  Mr.  William  B.  Weeden 
corrected  the  whole  of  the  troublesome  and  intricate  proof.  It  was 
published  by  Houghton,  Mifflin  &  Co., — a  credit  to  the  Society  and 
counted  worthy  to  be  used  as  a  model  for  the  "Letters  of  Pitt,"  pub- 
lished by  the  National  Society,  with  Miss  Kimball  as  editor. 

In  1902  the  Society  contributed  handsomely  to  the  Spanish  War 
Memorial  at  Arlington. 

In  1905  a  committee  was  appointed,  which  accomplished,  after 
many  hours  of  thought  and  labor,  a  Revision  of  the  Constitution 
and  By-Laws,  to  bring  our  earlier  Constitution  into  harmony  with 
that  of  the  National  Society.  In  that  year  the  Rhode  Island  Society 
was  honored  by  the  choice  of  Mrs.  Bacon  as  National  Registrar. 

After  the  death  of  Mrs.  Mason,  our  first  President,  a  fund  of 
seven  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  was  raised  as  a  memorial  to  her,  the 
income  to  be  used  primarily  for  expenses  incurred  in  the  care  of 
Whitehall. 

In  1906  we  sent  a  contribution  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars 
to  help  restore  the  old  church  at  Jamestown  and  also  many  valuable 
relics  to  the  Exposition. 

On  New  Year's  Day,  1908,  in  company  with  the  Society  of  Co- 
lonial Wars,  our  Society  held  its  housewarming  in  the  Esek  Hop- 
kins House,  which  is  destined,  we  hope,  to  be  the  scene  of  our  gath- 
erings for  many  years  to  come.  The  house  was  the  generous  gift  of 
Marshall  Hopkins  Gould,  of  Boston,  a  great-great-great  grandson 
of  Admiral  Esek  Hopkins,  to  the  city  of  Providence. 
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In  19 lo  was  accomplished  the  tremendous  work  of  pubhshing  a 
Record  Book  to  cover  the  period  between  1898  and  1907 — a  work 
so  well  done  that  each  member  of  the  Society  must  feel  proud  of  it. 
Since  the  publication  of  that  book  there  have  been  published  Rec- 
ord Books  for  the  years  1908,  '09,  '10,  while  last  year  came  a  Year 
Book  to  cover  the  Registrar's,  Recording  and  Corresponding  Secre- 
taries', Treasurer's  and  Historian's  annual  reports  and  also  records 
of  any  work  of  importance  done  by  the  Society,  with  a  full  list  of 
members  and  their  descent.  This  Year  Book,  which  represents  an 
infinite  amount  of  work  and  thought,  seems  to  embody  so  perfectly 
all  the  essentials  as  a  record  book  for  the  Society  that  it  will  doubt- 
less be  used  as  a  model  for  each  year  in  the  future  and  will  make  a 
clear  and  permanent  record,  most  convenient  to  consult. 

In  the  autumn  of  1910  our  attention  was  called  to  the  fact  that 
the  first  Seal  of  Brown  University  was  not  in  its  possession,  only 
an  imprint  in  the  Administration  Building.  The  first  Seal  was  or- 
dered to  be  broken,  at  the  time  of  the  Revolution,  because  it  bore 
the  busts  of  the  King  and  Queen,  and  a  more  suitable  device  was  to 
be  procured  for  the  new  Seal  for  the  college.  It  was  found  that  it 
would  be  possible  to  reproduce  the  first  Seal,  and  it  was  done  and 
presented  to  the  University.  A  very  beautiful  piece  of  work  it  is, 
in  heavy  silver  in  a  handsome  case,  and  inscribed  on  the  back,  "Re- 
production of  its  Colonial  Seal,  presented  to  Brown  University  by 
the  National  Society  of  Colonial  Dames  in  the  State  of  Rhode  Is- 
land and  Providence  Plantations,  Commencement,  1910." 

About  this  time  the  Society  undertook  to  restore  the  old  grave- 
yard near  Tower  Plill,  in  South  Kingstown,  Rhode  Island,  belonging 
to  the  Narragansett  Church,  the  oldest  church  building  north  of  the 
Potomac.  Under  the  supervision  of  Mrs.  Joseph  Warren  Greene 
a  granite  stone  was  placed  to  mark  the  actual  burial  place  of  Dr. 
MacSparran  and  the  rest  of  the  little  graveyard  was  put  in  order. 

In  1903  one  hundred  dollars  was  given  to  the  Brown  University 
Endowment  Fund,  and  through  the  efiforts  of  Mrs.  Walter  A.  Peck 
five  hundred  dollars  was  raised  and  sent  to  the  National  Treasurer 
of  the  George  Washington  Memorial  Building  Fund  as  our  contri- 
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bution  toward  the  sum  of  twenty-five  thousand  dollars  to  be  raised 
by  the  National  Society  of  Colonial  Dames  to  secure  a  room  in  the 
building  when  completed.  The  same  year  we  held  our  interesting 
exhibition  of  Church  Silver  at  the  Rhode  Island  School  of  Design; 
photographs  of  which  are  to  appear  in  Mr.  E.  Alfred  Jones'  superb 
book  of  ''Early  Church  Plate  in  the  Colonies." 

In  1912  Mrs.  Weeden  had  several  beautiful  posters  of  Whitehall 
designed  at  the  Rhode  Island  School  of  Design  and  presented  them 
to  our  Society.  They  hang  on  the  walls  of  Whitehall,  while  one 
copy  was  sent  to  the  New  York  Society  to  be  placed  in  the  Van 
Cortlandt  Manor  House. 

This  year,  besides  our  perennial  interest  in  the  Plymouth  Memo- 
rial Fund,  for  which  Mrs.  Walter  A.  Peck  arranged  another  series 
of  concerts,  we  are  working  enthusiastically  on  a  book  of  historical 
stories  for  children,  to  be  called  ''Once  upon  a  Time  in  Rhode  Is- 
land," on  which  we  are  building  high  hopes,  and  which  Miss  Kath- 
arine Pyle  has  undertaken  to  write  for  us. 

There  is  still  much  to  be  done,  and  we  long  to  have  our  share  in 
the  doing  of  it,  but  we  must  content  ourselves  with  doing  one  thing 
at  a  time ;  yet  if  all  the  unwritten  acts  of  general  usefulness  done 
by  the  several  members  of  the  Society  could  be  chronicled,  there 
would  be  a  fine,  long  list,  and  if  all  our  many  delightful  social  events 
could  be  added,  it  would  be  still  more  interesting,  for  among  them 
all  there  is  none  so  dear  to  our  hearts  as  the  day  when  its  Custodians 
meet  for  their  annual  luncheon  at  Whitehall. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Elizabeth  Byron  Diman  Cabot, 

Historian. 
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Report  of  the  Custodian  of  Whitehall 

Madam  President  and  Ladies: 

Another  beautiful  June  day  greeted  the  faithful  Colonial  Dames 
of  Rhode  Island  as  they  wended  their  way  from  all  directions  to 
Whitehall,  Bishop  Berkeley's  ancestral  home  at  Newport.  There 
they  enjoyed  their  usual  delicious  luncheon  in  celebration  of  Flag- 
Day,  1912.  The  old  Colonial  estate  never  looked  more  charming, 
with  its  carefully  trimmed  trees  and  its  wonderful  box  hedge,  with 
the  Dames  wandering  in  and  out  of  the  sunlight.  After  luncheon 
the  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  the  President,  Mrs.  Stephen  O. 
Metcalf.  An  interesting  paper  was  read  by  the  Historian,  Mrs. 
Cabot,  on  the  early  history  of  Whitehall — how  it  came  to  be 
founded  at  Newport — and  of  Bishop  Berkeley's  important  ecclesi- 
astical and  literary  work  there  and  elsewhere  in  America. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Jeanie  LirpiTT  Weeden, 

Custodian. 
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Report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Correspondence 
of  the  Colonial  Governors  of  Rhode  Island 

From  May  ist,  1912,  to  May  ist,  1913. 

Balance  on  hand  May  i,   1912 $31   68 

I  volume  II  sold  through  Preston  &  Rounds 3   75 

I  copy  sold  through  Preston  &  Rounds 7   5° 
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PAYMENTS. 

April  14,  1 9 13,  Insurance  i  year  in  advance $6   38 

April  28,  19 13,  Mrs.  John  B.  Lewis,  Treasurer 10  00 

$16  38 
May  I,  1913,  Balance  on  hand - 26   55 

^42  93 
Respectfully  submitted, 

Sarah  P.  Babcock, 

Treasurer  of  the  Committee. 
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Prize  Winner  of  the  Roger  Williams  Memorial  Fund 
at  Brown  University 

WILLIAM  HOVEY  DINKINS. 

1911-1912.     ''Rhode    Island   Trade   and    Commerce   During   the 
American  Revolution." 
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Report  of  Committee  on  Proposed  Work  of  the  Year 

Madam  President  and  Ladies  : 

The  committee  on  work  for  our  Society  for  the  coming  year  pre- 
sented the  following  list  of  subjects  for  consideration  at  the  meeting 
held  February  the  twenty-second,  1913: 

First.     The  increase  of  Whitehall  Fund. 

Second.  The  presentation  on  Flag  Day  of  a  flag  to  some  institu- 
tion or  society  where  one  is  needed  and  would  be  acceptable. 

Third.  A  tablet  or  marker  for  the  spot  known  as  Nine  Men's 
Misery,  where  Captain  Church  and  his  men  were  massacred  by  the 
Indians. 

Fourth.  The  publishing  of  a  book  of  historical  stories  of  Rhode 
Island,  for  the  instruction  of  children  in  school  and  out,  such  as  the 
Delaware  Society  of  Colonial  Dames  has  published  under  the  title 
of  '*Once  Upon  a  Time  in  Delaware,"  our  book  to  be  called  ''Once 
Upon  a  Time  in  Rhode  Island";  this  -last  subject  being  of  special 
interest,  as  there  is  no  supplemental  history  of  the  State  which  can 
be  used  to  interest,  instruct,  and  amuse  the  many  children  of  foreign 
parentage  who  are  now  being  educated  in  our  public  schools. 
They  are  our  future  citizens  and  must  be  taught  to  honor  aixl 
preserve  the  historical  relics  and  traditions  of  their  adopted  coun- 
try. One  of  our  members.  Miss  Lyra  Brown  Nickerson,  most 
generously  offered  to  pay  one  half  of  the  approximate  cost  of  writ- 
ing, illustrating,  and  publishing  such  a  book,  so  it  was  made  finan- 
cially possible  for  us  to  recommend  this  work. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Mary  L.  S.  Downes, 

Chairman. 
May  5th,  1913. 
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Register  of  Members 

No. 

2IO.— MUNROE,  MRS.  ADDISON  PIERCE  (Annie  Burnside 
Hopkins  Munroe) 

66  Paterson  Street,  Providence,  Rhode  Island 

Ninth  in  descent  from  John  Greene,  Jr. 

211.— LIPPITT,  MISS  FRANCES 

Board  of  Trade  Building,  Providence,  Rhode  Island 
Tenth  in  descent  from  John  Rowland. 

212.— MUNRO,  MRS.  WILFRED  HAROLD   (Susan  Wilkin- 
son Goodwin  Munro) 

I  If)  Butler  Avenue,  Providence,  Rhode  Island 

Eighth  in  descent  from  Chad  Brown. 

213.— WHITE,      MRS.      MERWIN      (Elizabeth      Nicholson 
White) 

20  Broivn  Street,  Providence,  Rhode  Island 
Eighth  in  descent  from  Thomas  Willett. 

214.— CHAFFEE,    MRS.    EVERITTE    ST.    JOHN     (Carolyn 
Lyman  Peck  Chaffee) 

21  George  Street,  Providence,  Rhode  Island 
Seventh  in  descent  from  Stephen  Hopkins. 

25 


No. 

215.— HOWE,    MRS.     WALLIS    EASTBURN     (Mary    Emily 
Locke  Howe) 

Bristol,  Rhode  Island 

Ninth  in  descent  from  William  Leete. 

216.— NORRIS,  MISS  MARIA  DIMOND 
Bristol,  Rhode  Island 
Eleventh  in  descent  from  William  Brewster. 

2I7._LEWIS,   MRS.   HENRY  BOSWORTH    (Ella  Winslow 
Burlingame  Lewis) 

S92  Spring  Street,   Portland,   Maine 

Tenth  in  descent  from  Chad  Brown.    Associate  Member. 

218.— MACKINNEY,  MRS.  HAROLD  AUSTIN   (Marguerite 
Peck  Mackinney) 

215  Arlington  Avenue,  Providence,  Rhode  Island 

Seventh  in  descent  from  Gideon  Wanton. 

219.— NICHOLSON,  MRS.  SAMUEL  MOWRY  (Mary  Jewett 
Coe  Nicholson) 

yi  George  Street,  Providence,  Rhode  Island 

Tenth  in  descent  from  Robert  Coe. 
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No. 


Supplemental  Papers 


T99.— GARDINER,  MRS.  GEORGE  SCHUYLER   (Catherine 
Larison  Marshall  Gardiner) 
Eighth  in  descent  from  the  Rev.  James  Asiiton. 


200.— METCALF,  MISS  HELEN  PIERCE. 


Eleventh  in  descent 

Eighth      " 

Tenth 

Seventh    " 

Twelfth    " 

Eleventh  " 

Tenth 

Ninth 

Ninth.       " 

Eiehth     " 


from  John  Alden. 

''  Rev.  Joseph  Belcher.  . 

"  William  Pabodie. 

"  Percy  Bradford. 

"  William  Mullins. 

''  Thomas  Rogers. 

"  Edwai^  Doty. 

"  John  Rogers. 

"  Dep.  Gov.  William  Bradford. 

"  Lieut.  Samuel  Bradford. 


191.— NICKERSON,  miss  LYRA  BROWN 


Eleventh  in  descent  from 

Tenth 

Ninth 

Tenth 

Tenth 

Ninth 

Tenth 

Ninth 

Ninth 

Ninth 


Stephen  Hopkins. 

Gov.  William  Bradford. 

Dep.  Gov.  William  Bradford. 

Edward  Bangs. 

Richard  Sparrow. 

Capt.  Jonathan  Sparrow. 

Lieut.  William  Merrick. 

Ensign  William  Merrick. 

John  Doane. 

Capt.  William  Hedge. 
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in  iiftttortam 


No. 

i6.     Mrs.  Joshua  Wilbour 


(Linda  Olney  Hatheway  Wilbour.) 
March  28,  1913. 
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